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WHAT IS HEARING FIRST?
Hearing First, an educational endeavor of the Oberkotter Foundation, is based on the premise that hearing is a 
foundational building block for children to learn to listen and talk, become healthy readers and do well in school. 
At Hearing First, we want all children to benefit from the availability of newborn hearing screening, the advances 
in technology and the early learning services in their communities. 

The Hearing First website is a multimedia digital experience and connection point designed to link families who 
have chosen listening and spoken language (LSL) for their children with hearing loss and the professionals who 
work with them with the resources, information, tools, community and learning experiences they need to ensure 
the children in their lives succeed.

WHAT IS A PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY?
In our case, it is an online community platform for professionals to learn together to improve LSL practice. 
Through active participation in a learning community, professionals can informally share resources, lend their 
expertise and engage in discussions. Formal learning experiences in the community, including coaching and 
mentoring, also provide growth in knowledge and skills. The ultimate goal is to improve the listening and spoken 
language outcomes for children who are deaf or hard of hearing and their families.

WHO CAN JOIN THE HEARING FIRST PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY?
Professionals from across the country and around the world desiring a LSL professional community are invited 
to join. This community is private in that professionals must register and provide specific information, as well as 
agree to our Terms of Use, so that we can build a vibrant community founded on transparency, respect and trust. 
Any professional who wants to connect, learn and discuss how to work with and support children who are deaf or 
hard of hearing who are learning to listen and talk are welcome in the community. The site is password protected 
so we can ensure the identify of all members who register.

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?
There is no cost to join and participate in the Hearing First Professional Learning Community. 

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE HEARING FIRST MISSION?
Download the Hearing First – Powering Potential Article for more details.
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HOW WILL I BENEFIT FROM MEMBERSHIP IN A PROFESSIONAL  
LEARNING COMMUNITY?
Through the Hearing First Professional Learning Community you will have a variety of opportunities to:

• Build your LSL knowledge and competency through self-paced and interactive learning

• Embed and apply learning throughout your work day to ingrain it in your LSL practice 

• Learn out loud to enhance the learning for all members of the community

• Share within and outside of the community to extend the learning more deeply within our field

• Embrace a community spirit to grow a culture of collaboration and innovation

• Access and co-create LSL tools and resources to support families and other professionals in their LSL journey

• Participate in a variety of mentoring/coaching experiences

• Engage with qualified LSL professionals

• Expand your professional competency to lead in the community

• Expand your personal learning network

• Build your skills as a connected learner to grow and elevate the greater LSL community 

• Create a professional learning plan to meet your specific LSL goals


