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Comedy Class
Strategies, activities and books to promote 
your baby’s developing sense of humor

Parents have a role to play in helping children learn the ins and outs of humor while learning to listen. The more you 
play together, laugh together and work on building language skills, the more often your little one will find themselves 
‘in’ on the joke. Here are some great ways to keep the fun going on your Listening and Spoken Language journey.

SING THE UNEXPECTED
Improvise the words to your child’s favorite songs.

    • When singing familiar songs, insert your child’s name. Ex: Rain rain, go away, little Libby wants to play.

    • Once your child knows a particular song and loves it, throw in a few new words or phrases. Change the words to 
        make different pairs of rhymes. Ex: The duckies on the bus go quack, quack, quack.

      • Check out some of our favorite silly songs on YouTube. They’re sure to tickle your child’s funny bone!

“Do you Like Broccoli Ice Cream” by Super Simple Songs
“Do you like Spaghetti Yogurt” by Super Simple Songs
“I Like to Eat Apples and Bananas” by The Learning Station
“Hickory Dickory Dock” by Super Simple Songs 

LAUGH AT TALL TALES
Stories of monkey see, monkey do…

Many books for young children feature animals acting like people, or getting into messes that children can relate to.   
Some stories sure to make your little one laugh include:

“Five Little Monkeys Sitting in a Tree” by Eileen Christelow
 “Giraffes Can’t Dance” by Giles Andreae & Guy Parker-Rees
“Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus” by Mo Willems 
“Dogs Don’t Wear Sneakers” by Laura Numeroff 

“Naughty Little Monkeys” by Jim Aylesworth”
“Good Night, Gorilla” by Peggy Rathmann 
“Ducks Don’t Wear Socks” by John Nedwdek
“I Love You Stinky Face” by Lisa McCourt

SAY WHAT AGAIN?
Hone humor using new words in everyday routines.

    • When you use a phrase in interactions that aren’t strictly literal, be sure to talk about what it means. Then use 
        it over and over so that your child builds understanding.  Ex: Are you pulling my leg? or I have a frog in my throat!

    • Talk about how words have more than one meaning and use them often. Children’s books are full of early 
        vocabulary words that have more than one meaning or can be used in different contexts. Use the opportunity to talk 
        about the differences. Ex: The leg on your body and the leg of a table. The hair on your head and the hare that hops. 
        Others to consider: nose/knows, toe/tow, bear/bare, horse/hoarse.

    • Learn, practice, practice. Once your child knows the meaning of one word or concept, begin using the synonyms of 
        those words in conversations. Ex: big/large/huge/giant.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=frN3nvhIHUk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddDN30evKPc&index=3&list=PLdkj6XH8GYPQtJQSdYtPCCIE2d_K_VWEn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNNMknj0PyE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGgsklW-mtg

