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Reading aloud everyday helps children with hearing loss 
build literacy skills. Included are a variety of seasonal books 

for all ages with specific concepts, skills, and activities for 
incorporating LSL strategies into your reading time.
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Press Here
BY HENRE TULLET
FOR AGES 2–5

Follow the silly directions in this book 
and see what fun is waiting!

Word Focus...
Words to Review: Press, Rub, Tap, Shake, Tilt, Blow, Gently, Quick, 
Shake, Left and Right

Activity Ideas
1. Re-read the story with your child. This time use audition 

first by reading the instructions without showing your child the 
page, and pause to give ample time for them to complete the 
request by themselves. If they don’t seem to understand, repeat 
the instruction and show them if needed using the listening 
sandwich (audition first, show them, audition). Be sure to talk 
about why this book is funny! 

2. Gather items like Play-doh, flour, glue, cotton balls, shampoo 
or anything else lying around! Describe to your child what 
happens to the items when you press, rub, tap, shake, tilt or blow 
on the items. The messier the better!

3. Make your own “Press Here” style book with your child. Use 
different shapes, colors and actions words. Have your child “read” 
the story to other family members or friends. Expand what your 
child says by adding any missing or additional words.

More On The Web
Listen: Read the book aloud  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lTJsPKJ_61Y

Do: Fun activities to do together  
http://homegrownfriends.com/home/press-here-movement-
game/

Sing: Do you like Pickle Pudding? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mfb--R1fhtQ

Humor 
Reading 
for Early 
Literacy
Reading aloud every 
day helps children 
with hearing loss build 
literacy skills. Here are 
five “humor” books 
with specific concepts, 
skills and activities 
for incorporating 
LSL strategies into 
your reading time. 

Reading List
Press Here

Listen to My Trumpet

Bark, George

I Want My Hat Back

Animals Should Definitely 
Not Wear Clothing

https://hearingfirst.org/learning-growing-lsl/lsl-strategies-techniques
https://hearingfirst.org/learning-growing-lsl/lsl-strategies-techniques
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Listen to  
My Trumpet
BY MO WILLEMS
FOR AGES 4+

Gerald and Piggie are back, and this 
time Piggie has a trumpet!

Word Focus...
Words to Review: Trumpet, Music, Loud, Shiny, “Bluurrk”, “Blap”, 

“Vrip” and “Grick”

Activity Ideas
1. Use your smartphone to download free instrument and 

animal sound apps, or perform a search online. Without your 
child looking, play a sound, point to your ear and say “listen...I 
hear a...!” Can your child tell the difference (discriminate) between 
animal sounds and instruments?

2. Search and listen to trumpets (and other instruments) online 
with your child, or use real instruments you have at home. 
Model complete sentences by saying “I like (or don’t like) the 
trumpet because it sounds ...” Take turns and see what your child 
will say.

3. Make homemade musical instruments with your child. Sing 
this song to the tune of “The Wheels on the Bus” “The drum/
shaker on the bus goes ...” Pause and wait to see if your child 
will bang the drum/shake the shaker at the appropriate time in 
the song. Use your voice to imitate the sounds the instruments 
would make if you’re unable to create your own. For added fun, 
use the sounds Piggie made with the trumpet in the story, e.g. 

“The trumpet on the bus goes bluurrk, bluurrk, bluurrk!”

More On The Web
Listen: Read the book aloud 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9955wPd1msQ

Do: Fun activities to do together  
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BzUGxaq9LSUDYzJreXI0MkEtMGM/
preview

Sing: The Best Sounds Around (instruments)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-kgpy-m9B6s
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Bark, George
BY JULES FEIFFER
FOR AGES 4+

When George’s mother asks him to bark, 
what comes out is not at all what she 
expects. Find out what the vet discovers 
when George’s mother brings him in for 
a check-up.

Word Focus...
Words to Review: Meow, Quack-quack, Moo, Hello, Vet and “Bark, 
George!”

Activity Ideas
1. Collect stuffed or plastic animals from the story. Hide them 

in a box or bag. As you read the story, use audition first (let your 
child hear the animal sound before seeing it) and see if they’re 
able to associate the sound by selecting the correct animal. For 
added silliness, use transportation toys, zoo animals, or other 
noise makers!

2. Look up a recipe for peppermint or other flavored “bark” and 
make it with your child. Comment on the difference between a 
dog’s bark and the kind you can eat.

3. Extend the conversation with your child to other animals. As 
you encounter different animals in stories or in the community, 
talk about and/or research what their noises are called: frogs 
croak, elephants trumpet, donkeys bray, etc.

More On The Web
Listen: Read the book aloud  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xm8ZCMTZpCk

Do: Fun activities to do together  
http://www.makinglearningfun.com/themepages/
BarkGeorgeColoringBingo.htm

Sing: The Animal Sounds Song  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t99ULJjCsaM
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I Want My  
Hat Back
BY JON KLASSEN
FOR AGES 4+

Bear has lost his hat. He loves his hat. 
Nobody in the forest seems to have seen 
it. Suddenly Bear remembers seeing his 
hat! Somebody was not quite honest 
with Bear and there are consequences.

Word Focus...
Words/ Phrases to Review: Hat, Seen, Steal, Blue, Round, Red, 
Pointy, "Have you seen my hat?", "No. I haven't seen your hat.", "OK, 
thank you anyway." and "I love my hat."

Activity Ideas
1. Extend your child’s ideas by modeling alternate endings to 

the story. While the ending may be funny for you, your kiddos 
may have missed it. Find out what they think happened to the 

“culprit.” Ex: “maybe the (culprit) put himself in time out…” or, 
“maybe the (culprit) gave the hat back and ran as fast as he  
could,” etc.

2. Find other books about hats at the library or online, e.g. "Cat 
in the Hat", "Caps for Sale", etc. Draw the hats on construction 
paper and have your child decorate them by following simple 
commands using stickers, glitter, items from your pantry, etc.

3. Take your child to the hat selection of a clothing store. Have 
them try on a few hats and take photos! Use lots of descriptive 
words to talk about the way the hats look and feel.

More On The Web
Listen: Read the book aloud  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUcT3z2lcmU

Do: Fun activities to do together  
https://www.scribd.com/document/63664405/I-Want-My-Hat-
Back-Activity-Sheet

Sing: This Hat  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcwzhxGHtdY

Humor 
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for Early 
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Animals Should 
Definitely Not 
Wear Clothing
BY JUDI BARRETT
FOR AGES 3+

There's a reason why animals weren't 
meant to wear clothing. Find out why 
their skin is perfect for them!

Word Focus...
Words to Review: Disastrous, Hot, Messy, Unnecessary, Silly  
and Embarrassing

Activity Ideas
1. Use synonyms, e.g. disastrous/awful, unnecessary/not 

needed, etc. as you read the story. Help make understanding 
easier for your child and be sure to talk about these words as you 
use them. 

2. Have an animal fashion show! Using plastic animal toys 
and Play-doh (or use scraps of material for stuffed animals), 
create crazy clothing for the animals with your child. Promote 
conversation by using "I wonder..." questions, e.g. "I wonder if 
this turtle is itchy in his sweater...?"

3. Look up funny pictures of animals wearing clothing with your 
child. Pause and wait to see what your child says. Expand what is 
said by adding additional words and descriptions.

More On The Web
Listen: Read the book aloud  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6BHXncSXpo

Do: Fun activities to do together! Continue the hysterics by 
searching for funny animal pictures. Be sure to explain why the 
picture is funny. Take the perspective of the animal and talk about 
what they might be thinking or feeling.

Sing: Getting Dressed Song  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSdEIVoElu4
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