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MEET THE PEDIATRICIAN

Who are they?
This professional is a medical doctor who specializes in providing 
medical and preventative healthcare for children.

When will I meet them?
Parents will find one for typical new baby appointments. Sometimes 
they may suspect hearing loss and provide a referral to a pediatric 
audiologist or a medical doctor who is an ear specialist, such as an 
ENT or Otologist.

How long will I work with them?
Once you find this medical partner, they can treat your child up to 
21 years of age. Keep this doctor up-to-date on the status of your 
child’s hearing loss.

MEET THE PEDIATRIC AUDIOLOGIST

Who are they?
This professional specializes in evaluating and diagnosing 
hearing loss in children, and holds a doctorate and a legal 
license to practice audiology.

The pediatric audiologist manages your child’s hearing and 
hearing technologies.

When will I meet them?
You may be referred to one by a hospital or pediatrician, 
or you may even find one through your health insurance.

How long will I work with them?
Like a pediatrician, this professional will continue to provide care 
until your child gets older, and you’ll meet with them very o�en.
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MEET THE SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST

Who are they?
This is a professional with at least a Master’s degree who is certified by 
the American Speech Language Hearing Association (ASHA) to assess, 
diagnose, and treat speech, language, and other communication 
disorders. You’ll want this partner to have expertise in childhood 
hearing loss and listening and spoken language (LSL).

When will I meet them?
This professional may be your partner when you begin early 
intervention (EI) services or you may be referred to one at various 
points in your LSL journey.  

How long will I work with them?
You may work with an EI speech-language pathologist (SLP) for the 
first three years and either extend the partnership beyond age three or 
change partners when your child transitions to school. The SLP may be 
a part of your child’s core LSL team to help you achieve your LSL goals. 

MEET THE EARLY INTERVENTIONIST

Who are they?
This is a professional with a varying background who specializes in 
providing early intervention (EI) services for children birth to three years 
and their families. They are typically speech-language pathologists, 
educators of the deaf, or early childhood education specialists. You and 
your child will want to partner with someone who has expertise in 
childhood hearing loss and listening and spoken language (LSL).

When will I meet them?
Your child should meet one immediately a�er diagnosis of hearing 
loss, as the first three years of a child’s life are the most critical to 
learning listening and spoken language skills.

How long will I work with them?
When you find this EI partner, you will work together for the first three 
years. They’ll be a core member of your child’s LSL team and assist you 
as your child transitions to school.
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MEET THE ENT/OTOLOGIST

Who are they?
This professional is a medical doctor who specializes in the anatomy 
and function of the ear, nose, throat, head, and neck. They are also 
referred to as an “ENT” or an Otolaryngologist. Doctors who only 
specialize in diseases of the ear are referred to as Otologists.

When will I meet them?
Another professional (like a Pediatrician or a Pediatric Audiologist) 
may refer you to one, or you may seek help from one if your child has an 
ear-related medical problem. They will also collaborate with you and the 
Pediatric Audiologist to determine appropriate hearing technology, and 
they will be the one to perform surgical cochlear implantation. 

How long will I work with them?
You and your child will work with one for the diagnosis and treatment of 
any ear-related medical needs or for hearing technology implantation. 

MEET THE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR

Who are they?
This professional has a specialized teaching degree with an expertise 
in childhood development that allows them to plan, organize, and 
lead activities that help children develop intellectually, physically, 
and emotionally. You’ll want this professional to know and understand 
LSL intervention and your child’s hearing loss. 

When will I meet them?
This partner may work with you in your home or in a variety of 
educational settings when your child is either enrolled in early 
intervention or in early educational school settings. 

How long will I work with them?
You and your child may work with this partner in early intervention 
or when they transition to a school setting. 
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MEET THE TEACHER OF THE DEAF (TOD)

Who are they?
This professional, certified to teach children in early childhood, 
elementary, or secondary education, has specialized training to teach 
children who are deaf or hard of hearing. This professional may also 
be called an Educator of the Deaf. You’ll want this professional to 
know and understand LSL intervention and your child’s hearing loss. 

When will I meet them?
This partner may work with you in your home or in a variety of 
educational settings when your child is either enrolled in early 
intervention or in educational school settings. Some may coordinate 
with regular education teachers as consultants or provide specialized 
services in an educational setting.

How long will I work with them?
You and your child may work with this partner in early intervention 
or when they transition to a school setting.  


