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Cramer Family 

Coach:  OK batter up. There you go! 

Father:  There’s not much couch time in our family.  We’re outside riding bikes, climbing 
trees, playing in the park, swim, ski if it’s snowing.  

Mother:  Look at her! 

Father:  Yeah, I mean stay busy. Yeah, for sure. All the time, staying busy.  I remember 
it like it was yesterday. Hearing the first doctor say, “Oh, Your kid has moderate to 
moderate-severe hearing loss.”  

Hunter:  Twinkle, twinkle little star how I wonder what you are. 

Father:  I have two daughters. Both of them have hearing loss, are bilaterally implanted 
on both ears with cochlear implants.  

Mother:  Yeah, Riley’s dancing. You’ve got to put on some music.  How about the tickle 
time?  

A d-d-d, tickle, time.  

A d-d-d, tickle, tickle, time. 

Riley:  These are the strings that go inside here. And then I could clip it on my shirt with 
this pinchy thing. But it can fall off like this but it still is attached. And then I could put it 
back on.  

Coach:  Alright Miss Riley, ready? Nice job! Go try one more and see if you could make 
both your jumps at the same time.  

Riley:  My name is Riley and I am six and two quarters.  

Coach:  Bear walking. Bear walking with straight legs! 

Father:  You heard the beep-beeps? 

Riley:  Yes. 

Father:  OK. We use FM systems and all the coaches have been fantastic as far as 
wearing the equipment so the girls can hear them a lot better. 
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Coach:  The faster you guys have listening ears and the faster you guys have eyes on 
me the faster we can get started, OK?  

All right girls, good listening, now follow me this way! 

Hunter:  My name is Hunter and I’m eight years old. 

Sometimes my headband is really annoying. My ears kept falling off and I couldn’t get 
them back on. So I just decided to take it off until dad was mad at me.  

Father:  Hunter, she likes to flip. You know, so you could imagine a kid with hearing aids 
doing a flip they’re going to go all over the place.  

Coach:  Want to put your headband back on? It seemed to help before.  

Father:  One of the harder things is that I don’t know what they’re going through. I mean, 
you’re going through it with them, but you’re not the one with an implant on your head. 
You don’t know how they’re hearing because it’s not a hundred percent. That’s difficult, 
not necessarily knowing everything that they’re going through because you kind of want 
to as a parent because they’re so young.  

You want me to take your ears and I can switch them over to your swim ears? 

Riley:  Yes. 

Father:  OK.  

Both my girls from a very early age have been able to handle the equipment with relative 
ease. It doesn’t slow us down at all. We know what we’ve got to do to be prepared.  

Alrighty girls, how was gymnastics? 

Hunter & Riley:  It was great! 

Father:  Good. 

They’ve been very receptive to what they kind of have to deal with to hear. For a while, 
they didn’t wear their implants in the pool because they weren’t waterproof. We tried 
Ziploc baggies that were kind of military grade. Cochlear came out with some new 
equipment that goes over the implant. 

Hunter:  You take off this piece and you put a waterproof piece on. And then you put, 



 
 
 

 
 
 3 
www.hearingfirst.org 
© 2016 Hearing First 

 

8/2015 

 

um, there’s a plastic thing all around that, and with the bottom. And yeah, that’s how I do 
it. 

Father:  If there’s situations where they’re getting alerts that the battery’s running low, or 
connection isn’t good, that’s where we’ve educated them you need to let us know when 
this stuff is happening because we don’t know unless you say something.   

We’re going to do whatever it takes to make sure that they get what they need to hear. 
That will never be something that’s too much of a burden for us as parents.  

Hunter:  Hi, would you be me and Mackenzie’s mommy mermaid? 

Woman’s Voice:  Of course! 

Hunter:  Yes! 

Hey sister! They’re letting the sharks in! We have to go! 

Friend:  Riley almost forgot her ears in the bathroom. 

Father:  As soon as I get the yellow cases I can switch them back, OK?  

Riley:  What? 

Father:  Alrighty. Did I pinch you? I’m sorry. Sorry, sorry, sorry, sorry. Did I get you? I’m 
sorry. I got you didn’t I? Shoot! I’m sorry. 

Every family has their own hiccups, their own speed bumps, their own ups and downs.  
There’s great times, there’s bad times, there’s everything in between. And it’s just life.  
You face every challenge and you just keep going.  

Will a milkshake make it go away? Yeah.  

Man Reading: It tasted just like hard toothpaste. 

Hunter:  The end. 

Little Girl:  Can you read it again? 

Hunter:  Want me to read the back? 
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Father:  They go to bed, and wake up, and do it all over again.  

 


