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Celebrating Differences 

Mother:  You want to play now? OK.  

Father:  Let’s see what you can do. 

I remember being told once, you know, it doesn’t matter. Everyone is going to be 
different. Everyone might find fault with you in some reason, it could be you’re too tall, 
you’re too short.  It could be you’re too pretty, or you’re not, right? So whatever it is, it 
comes down to attitude. 

Shelby:  Where’s my bunny? 

Father:  Your bunny rabbit’s missing a tail. 

Shelby is my only child. Leading up to it, everything like a new father, right? You’re very 
excited, your wife’s pregnant, you have all these ideas, you’ve got a nursery you’re trying 
to paint 

Mother:  When I was pregnant, we had no idea.  Immediately when she came out, the 
doctor noticed that her ears were not formed correctly.  She had the microtia, so her ear 
was really small.  Kids would always kind of look but she would just explain it, even with 
her new ear, she’d explain to them she got a new ear, she was very proud of it. They 
bring it down and they insert this hard form, and then they close it back up. For me it was 
just something that we dealt with. We just kind of rolled with the punches, we took her to 
all her appointments to have her hearing aids fitted.  

Father:  If you take your hearing aids off, what does it sound like? 

Mother:  Can you still hear us? 

Shelby:  I can’t hear very well, and I keep saying, ”What?” 

Mother:  But you say that when you have your hearing aid on too though.  

Shelby:  What? 

Mother:  Yeah. 

Father:  One of the first things we wanted to do is make sure that she could 
communicate.  

Teacher:  Ready? Are your ears working today? OK. M 
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Shelby:  M 

Teacher:  S 

Shelby:  S 

Teacher:  Oo 

Shelby:  Oo 

Teacher:  Sh 

Shelby:  Sh 

Teacher:  Ah 

Shelby:  Ah 

Teacher:  Ee 

Shelby:  Ee 

Teacher:  Tah tah tah 

Shelby:  Tah tah tah  

Teacher:  Good job! 

Are we gonna sing our song? 

Children:  What’s inside the bag? What’s inside the bag? Open up the bag and see, 
what’s inside the bag! 

Shelby:  Now you can open your eyes.  

Teacher:  Oh my goodness! Shelby, what did you bring? 

Shelby:  A kitty cat that is wearing the power necklace of Frozen.  

Teacher:  All right Shelby, thank you for sharing that with us. 
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Father:  I guess, a fear or concern I have is what happens when the environment is a 
little less sheltered, right? What happens when she gets into the mainstream grade 
school? 

Shelby:  Now what? 

Friend:  I don’t know! 

Father:  But, you know, that bridge we’ll cross when we come to it. She teaches me a lot 
of stuff that I learned once and maybe forgot, and get to learn again.   

Want to race? 

Shelby:  Not until I do this. 

Father:  OK. 

Shelby:  That will make me strong and fast and brave. 

Father:  When I was thirteen I lost my arm to bone cancer. Here let me grab your wrist 
right here. One, two, three. All right!  From there to be a little bit different was a wild ride. 
So much of who I am is created by the experiences that I’ve had.  To say would you like 
her to have hearing loss? No. No parent wants that. But there’s a lot of good that can 
come out of it.  

Shelby:  Freeze!  

Father:  You might ask her the same question one day, and she might say the same 
thing, “No, I don’t know if I’d want to be like everyone else. I’m very special for who I 
am.”  I mean, I’d love to hear an answer like that from her one day. 

 


