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Going the Distance 
Mother:  I’ve never actually clocked it, but I drive about fifty miles a day. I mean, I feel 
like it’s absolutely worth it.  We drive thirty to forty-five minutes each way.  A lot of my 
peers, they know that we’re doing it because it makes sense, but, you know, they also 
think I’m crazy. I mean, they don’t think I’m crazy, but it’s just kind of like, wow, you 
spend so much time in the car! I’m, like, absolutely.  You do what you have to do for your 
kids. You know? 

Teacher:  What letter is this? 

Children:  S! 

Teacher:  Ready? 

Children:  S...S...S... Every letter makes a sound S...S... 

Sun! 

Shark! 

Swimsuit! 

Teacher:  “Uh,” uncle, you hear the difference? 

Class:  Yeah. 

Mother:  Bye you guys! Everybody have a good weekend! 

Teacher:  Thank you, you too! 

Mother:  Hi Buddy! How was your day? 

You feeling a little tired?  I think we’re ready to go home, get ready for t-ball.  

Teacher:  T-ball is tonight? 

Mother:  Yeah. 
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Aiden:  T-ball practice. 

Mother:  T-ball practice. When’s your next game? 

Aiden:  Tomorrow. 

Mother:  So you had a good day? We’ll see you guys later, bye!  Well, way back when 
we found out that he was losing his hearing, at the hospital they had given us a binder. 
And essentially there were three choices: sign language exclusively, technology 
exclusively on the other end, or kind of a mix of sign and technology.  It was hard news 
to have, to process. And, anyway we just decided because none of our family and 
friends used sign language, we opted for the technology route.  We basically never 
looked back.  Yeah, buddy? 

Aiden:  Why do you have, like, a different voice? 

Mother:  I don’t know. Because mommy still gets emotional. Happy tears. We’re just 
really happy with the school that he’s been able to go to. 

 


